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“Yes!” seems such a small word. In the readings today Mary says “Yes!” twice. She says “Yes!” to visit her cousin Elizabeth, and “Yes!” in belief that all that God promised would come to pass. 

Consider Mary’s courageous “Yes!” Her “Yes” was an agreement to bring to birth not only a tiny son of Israel, but the promise and possibility of a new world order founded on the mercy and justice of God. Mary said “Yes” to all God had promised. 

This was not a moment of piety or simple faith. It was an unqualified “Yes” to the birth of One who would fulfill all that God has promised. God would bring about a new world order, and with it religious, social, political and economic liberation for the poor, marginalized and excluded. Mary gave her “Yes!” to the God who routs rulers, and pulls down the powerful; the God who fills the hungry and lifts up the lowly; the God who hears the cry of the poor. Mary answered with God’s own “Yes!” Jesus is God’s “Yes!” made flesh. 

Thirty years ago a Franciscan Sister named Elizabeth saw street children in Vietnam. She heard stories of abuse and neglect and exploitation. Her “Yes!” built houses and schools for the street children and provided them with all the basic necessities of life that most of us take for granted. 

God’s promise of liberation and life was fulfilled in the work that she was able to do. 

Christmas reminds us that the reign of God’s promise comes in time and place, and it is fulfilled today in us when we say “Yes!” to the work of liberation that became flesh in Bethlehem. The feast of the birth of Jesus celebrates the fulfillment of God’s promise that something new can happen, and will happen, to change our world. We are invited to facilitate that change by working to bring liberation to the captive, healing to the wounded, inclusion for those pushed to the margins of our community, peace in the places of conflict and war. 

Today, in the Asia Pacific Region, Franciscans - sisters, brothers, priests, and secular men and women - are bringing about the kind of change that the birth of Jesus heralded. Franciscans sit in detention camps with those forced from home and family, attend to those with HIVAIDS and challenge police brutality in the hallways of juvenile justice. Franciscans bring new possibility to those with disability, tend the sick, and give new hope to broken hearts. They provide programs of immediate aid and empowerment. They say “Yes!” to God’s promise in real ways.
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Franciscan International is an NGO with General Consultative status which works at the United Nations on behalf of all Franciscans. Franciscans International can bring to light situations of poverty, exploitation, oppression, vulnerability, and violations of human rights and influence decision makers on their behalf. Franciscans International defends and promotes the dignity and rights of all people in the spirit of St Francis. 





Can you help us to bring to fulfillment all that God has promised?





HIVAIDS in the Asia Pacific 


Rose is thirty five years old. Her husband runs a small, successful business. They have two children. Rose is a devoted and faithful wife. Yet she is one of 1.7 million women in the Asian region who contracted HIVAIDS from her long term partner. She is just one face of the 58 million people who have been infected with the virus, one face of the 5 million now living with it in the Asia Pacific region. Rose prays that her children will not join the 15 million children who have been orphaned by the virus. It has become difficult for her to get the treatment she needs as medical staff are afraid to treat her. Neighbours and friends push her away because they are afraid of catching the disease. 


Those living with the virus are among the most discriminated against people on the planet. Their suffering is often inflated by rejection. Many are pushed out of their family and community to die a shameful death, refused even a simple burial. Services are often denied to them, and to their families. Across the Asia Pacific Franciscans provide a hands-on response to the HIVAIDs epidemic by the provision of support, companionship, spiritual, medical and hospice care. 


Such outreach does much to remove the stigma associated with the disease as well as the isolation and suffering of those living with the virus. Following St Francis, who got off his horse to embrace a leper, Franciscans are called to recognize the dignity in every person, and to reach out to the “least among us.” Yet we know that this response, while vital, is not by itself enough. 


Those living with HIVAIDS are often denied such basic rights as healthcare, employment, and housing. The virus is more prevalent among those who have been marginalized socially, culturally and economically. HIV/AIDS is highest among groups who already suffer from a lack of human rights protection, and experience discrimination. Systemic change at the international and national level is needed to ensure that on-going protection is provided for individuals like Rose, and on-going research in continued to find more effective ways of combating the disease. 


Franciscans International is a strong voice at the United Nations defending basic human rights and demanding structural change. In a report submitted to the United Nations Human Rights Council Franciscans International called for systemic change, noting the “extreme vulnerability of children orphaned by HIV/AIDS” and the “heightened vulnerabilty of children and their mothers stigmatized because of the loss of a father or spouse to the deadly virus.” Franciscans International continues to advocate on behalf of victims of the conflicts in Africa, naming the outrage that rape is considered to be a weapon of war, allowing soldiers and militia to intentionally to infect even very young girls. 


A voice is needed in our world to speak out for those whose voices cannot be heard, to proclaim a kingdom where Good News is lived by all. It is the voice like the voice of John the Baptist, heralding a new world where justice and respect of human dignity walk together, and where the sick are healed and the oppressed are set free.





Can you help us to be that voice crying in the wilderness today?


Your one-off gift or regular gifts to Franciscans International can help us to do this!











