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PRACTICAL INTERPRETATION OF ART. 53.5

 OF THE GENERAL CONSTITUTIONS

APPLICATION FOR ADHESION TO A FRATERNITY

“The national statutes can indicate special forms of association with the Fraternity for those who, without becoming a member of the SFO, want to participate in its life and activities.” (General Constitutions, art. 53.5).
Introduction

The Secular Franciscan Order

1. There are many spiritual families in the Church with different charisms. Among these families, the Franciscan Family, which in its various branches recognizes St. Francis of Assisi as its father, inspiration and model, must be included (cf. Rule 2).

2. From the beginning, the Secular Franciscan Order, also known as “Secular Franciscan Fraternity” or “Franciscan Third Order” has its own proper place in the Franciscan Family.

3. The Secular Franciscan Order (SFO) is a public association in the Church. It is articulated into Fraternities at various levels: local, regional, national and international. Each one has its own juridical personality within the Church. (cf. General Constitutions, art. 1.5).

4. Therefore, given that the local Fraternity - basic unit of the whole Order (Rule 22) - is an association, its members (perpetually professed brothers and sisters) are the associates.

5. Consequently, it is impossible, under the juridical and practical points of view, to accept brothers and sisters who do not belong to the SFO as “associates”.
Deliberation

In view of the above, at the suggestion of the Presidency Council, in conformity with article 5.2 of the General Constitutions, the General Chapter:

a) Recognizing the need to clarify and standardize the application of art. 53.5 of the General Constitutions and provide guidelines for the National Statutes;

b) Recognizing the need to welcome “all people with a gentle and courteous spirit as a gift of the Lord and an image of Christ” (Rule 13);

c) Considering that the Secular Franciscans should seek out “ways of unity and fraternal harmony through dialogue” (Rule 19), by welcoming “with pleasure those who, without belonging to the SFO, wish to share its experiences and activities” (art. 103, General Constitutions);

ESTABLISHES THAT:

a) All those who, without belonging to the SFO, wish to participate in its life and activities according to Franciscan principles and teachings, be welcomed into the local fraternity so as to make their communion living and effective.

b) The Statute of the National Fraternity must establish the percentage of adhesions for each local Fraternity, so as to avoid that the identity of the Fraternity be altered.

c) Adhesion will become effective after the person interested has made a request to the local Fraternity Council.

d) These brothers and sisters will have no juridical bond with the Secular Franciscan Order and are, therefore, persons welcomed to love and be loved “as a gift of the Lord and an image of Christ” (Rule 13);

e) They may share the experiences and activities of the Fraternity, without the right to vote. 

f) On the basis of the conditions of each local Fraternity, it will be the duty of the Council, to organize all that is necessary for the insertion and formation of these brothers and sisters. As people sharing the responsibility of formation, all the members of the local fraternity will try to help them in their itinerary to follow Franciscan evangelical values, by welcoming them, by praying and setting a good example.  

Assisi, November 11, 2005
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