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JOIN  U S IN  R E C A P P ING  T H E FR A NC I S C A N  W ORLD YO UT H  D A Y W EEK .   W IT H 7  M AJO R 

E V E NT S D UR IN G T H E  W EEK,  F RO M B RI S B A N E T O BO N DI  A L L  W AS B EN E!  

Fr Paul Smith OFM Provincial Minister of the Holy Spirit Province shares his thoughts and reflections on the  

Franciscan contribution to World Youth Day  

Dear friend of the Franciscans, 
  
The celebrations surrounding 
World Youth Day 2008 in Syd-
ney have been acclaimed by 
Pope Benedict XVI as ñan ex-
traordinary experienceò and ña 
new Pentecostò. The secular 
media were initially sceptical 
and critical and for some time 
were surprised by the fervor of 
the pilgrims and the momentum 
of the days. For those of us 
who believe in the power of the 
Holy Spirit, it was truly a grace-
filled occasion and time of 
Christian witness, knowing that 
Godôs Spirit was indeed in our 
midst. Throughout WYD week, 
Brother Sun shone brilliantly by 
day and Sister Moon illumined 
the night. Sister Water waited 
until the days afterwards to re-
fresh the trampled lawns with 
nourishing rain ï this surely 
must have been God smiling 
upon his pilgrims.  
 
The Franciscan events of 
WYD08 were many and varied 
and touched the hearts of thou-
sands of pilgrims and others. 
Words and even pictures can-
not capture the complete at-
mosphere but in this brochure 
you will read stories and see 
images that capture Franciscan 
joy, brotherhood and sister-

hood, prayer and song, laugh-
ter and exhilaration. For those 
who participated, may this bro-
chure bring back wonderful 
memories. For those who ob-
served from a distance, may 
this brochure put you in the pic-
ture. For those who supported 
us by their prayers and encour-

aging words, may this brochure 
be a sign of our sincere appre-
ciation.  
 
To all who made the Francis-
can component of WYD08 hap-
pen so well ï the OFM WYD 
Office staff, presenters, friars, 
other religious and laity ï we 
say thanks.  To the pilgrims 
especially and those who 
shared in the Franciscan ex-
perience, we say thanks in 
abundance; your presence 
brought joy and enriched  
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the life and spirituality of your 
brothers and sisters.  
 

In time, some of the euphoria of 
WYD08 will die down, but the Spirit 
of God who blessed us throughout 
the week will live on in our hearts 
and homes forever. Inspired by the 
Holy Spirit and guided by Clare and 
Francis of Assisi, may we continue 
to be open to ñreceive the power of 
the Holy Spirit and be witnesses 
throughout the worldò (Acts 1:8, 
WYD theme) 
 
May Godôs blessing be upon you. 

  
 
 

Paul Smith OFM 
Provincial Minister 



10th  - 13th  July 2008 
Padua College Kedron, Brisbane 

St Francis Contemplation for Action  
Franciscan Gathering with Youth 

The week prior to official WYD events in Sydney, 150 
Franciscan friars and pilgrims from around the world 
joined together to celebrate Franciscan life.  
 
They came from the four corners of the earth, with 
every continent represented. Pilgrim nations included 
South Africa, Zimbabwe and Namibia (Africa), Poland 
and the Ukraine (Europe), Syria, Singapore, Malaysia, 
India, China, Burma and the Philippines (Asia), Papua 
New Guinea, New Zealand and Australia (Oceania), the 
United States and Mexico (North America), Ecuador 
and Peru (South America).  
 
In total 30 friars attended the gathering including two 
very special guests, Bishop Stanislaw Shyrokoradiuk 
OFM from Kiev, Ukraine and Bishop Adriano Tomasi 
OFM from Lima, Peru. Both were a great hit with the 
young people and gave a very human, warm and fun 
face to the magisterium of the church. 
 
The diversity in culture, race and language was a chal-
lenge but the unity of the pilgrims common bond in St 
Francis and St Clare shone brighter.  
 
The highlights of the gathering were numerous, though 
particular attention should be made to the key note ad-
dresses made by both Br Bill Short OFM and Donna 
Mulhearn. Br Bill spoke eloquently on Franciscan tradi-
tion and history (St Francis Yesterday) and Donna 
spoke powerfully on her personal experiences, inviting 
the pilgrims to discover in greater depth the call of both 
Jesus and St Francis to live in peace (St Francis To-
day). Both came together on the last evening in a joint 
presentation to take the pilgrims into St Francis Tomor-
row. In an unplanned part of the evening Donna led the 
pilgrims into a prayerful meditation which proved an ex-
cellent beginning to the nightôs program where all pil-
grims were offered the sacrament of reconciliation. 
 
Though many, the other major highlight of the event 
saw every pilgrim and friar working together on a reha-
bilitation of the environment project organised by 
Greening Australia. On Saturday July 12 the pilgrims 
travelled to the Oxbow site where they planted 1600 
native plants and removed all the exotic environmental 
weeds in the area. It was a remarkable activity which 
demonstrated Franciscan care for creation. 
 
The Franciscan Gathering with Youth will be remem-
bered for many things; the diversity, the fun, the festival, 
the prayer, the celebrations, the speakers, the perform-
ersé it will surely be remembered as a joyous occasion 
where youth shared their passion and joy for St Francis 
and St Clare. 
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